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20 July 2015, EU published the nickel release standard method EN 1811-2011+A1：2015, amending EN 1811-2011+A1：

2015 which are mainly for presumption of conformity with nickel release in entry 27 under ANNEX XVII of REACH. The 

new standard will be more beneficial to help with the judgement 

REACH nickel release requirements:  

According to entry 27 of REACH Annex XVII, nickel shall not be used: 

(a)  in any post assemblies which are inserted into pierced ears and other 

pierced parts of the human body unless the rate of nickel release from 

such post assemblies is less than 0,2 μg/cm
2
/week (migration limit); 

(b)  in articles intended to come into direct and prolonged contact with the 

skin if the rate of nickel release from the parts of these articles coming 

into direct and prolonged contact with the skin is greater than 0,5 

μg/cm
2
/week. 

For the uncertainty of the test method, EN 1811:2011 introduced a 

‘measurement of uncertainty’, dividing the test results into 3 categories: Compliant, Inconclusive, Non-compliant. The new 

document EN 1811：2011+A1：2015 deletes the inconclusive category and define that, if the test result of body piercing 

components are less than 0.35µg/cm
2
/week, and articles intended to come into direct and prolonged contact with the skin 

less than <0.88µg/cm
2
/week, then they are conform with the REACH ANNEX XVII requirements. 

Comparison with the existing standard method are listed below: 

 Post assemblies and body piercings 
Other components in direct and prolonged 

contact with the skin 

REACH Annex XVII 

requirements 

(µg/cm
2
/week) 

0.2 0.5 

Nickel release 

(µg/cm
2
/week) 

＜0.11 0.11-0.35 ≥0.35 ＜0.28 0.28-0.88 ≥0.88 

EN 1811：2011 Compliant Inconclusive Non-compliant Compliant Inconclusive Non-compliant 

EN 1811-2011+A1：2015 Compliant Non-compliant Compliant Non-compliant 

HCT has the test capability of nickel release, could help provide nickel release test to enterprises. 

 

 

 

 

About EU nickel release new standard 

method EN 1811-2011+A1：2015 

Consumer products HCT-2016-01-02 

Contact us: 

Shenzhen Hongcai testing technology co., LTD. (HCT) 

Web: http://www.hct-test.com/  

Hotline: 400-0066-989   T: (86) 755 8416666 

Email: service@hct-test.com 

Add: 3rd floor, Block D, Peng Litai Industrial Estate, Long 

Ping West Road, Longgang District, Shenzhen City. 

 

Statement: This publication is only educational and does not replace any legal requirements or 

applicable rules. Information included in the publication will not be revised. HCT does not guarantee 

that the content contained in the publication without any errors or will meet any particular 

performance or quality standards. If there is no consent of HCT in advance, please do not quote or 

refer any information contained in this publication. 

http://www.hct-test.com/

